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in which they were written, though the themes are generally
legendary or historical, rarely contemporary. Through the
allegorical treatment of these themes, it is at times possible
to see the imperceptible effect of the varied life, throbbing
round the poet, on his creative work. Sometimes, the poet
himself openly declares that his object is to extol his royal
patron as the hero of the epic under the guise of an old
story. The first great poet of Karnataka vhs., Pampa of
the loth century A.D., has achieved his declared object of
glorifying his patron and other heroes of his time through
the story and the characters of the MBh. There were poets
like Ranna, who followed in his foot-steps.

The ideals, which shaped the characters of the Kannada
people, were the loftiest that their leaders and poets could
conceive of. They were the outcome of a synthetic vision
trying always to reconcile apparent opposites. We, there-
fore, find that Tyaga i.e., renunciation and Bhoga i.e., enjoy-
ment have both been preached in Karnataka in their perfect
balance. In his patriotic verses on Banavasi occuring in his
epic, Pampa has suggested this very ideal. He says that
" they indeed are men, who are the abode of renunciation,
enjoyment, musical talent, learning and culture and love of
company ".l We can detect the same note of " seeing life
as a whole " in the sayings of the Virasaiva mystics and the
Vaisnava singers who linked up Karma, Bhakti and even
Jiiana properly and interpreted them as t!.e essential ideals
of human life. Ratnakaravaqii> a great Jaina poet of the
later Vijayanagara period, has created in his * magnum
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